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circle round the minister, who formed the
" Church" in their technical sense. This
should co-opt its members and control the
administration of its affairs. Neither the
State nor any other authority ought to have
power to command the " Church " to admit
a member, or to coerce any one into becoming
a member of the " Church." This very
indefinite system was set up under the Com-
monwealth, and worked better than might
have been expected.

There were, of course, many vacancies
to be filled. The royalists were the first to
create them. From the western counties
in their possession they ejected, as a military
precaution, the clergy who sympathized with
the Parliament. These fled with their families
to London, where a " Committee for plundered
ministers " was established for their relief.
A cheap and obvious method was that of
retaliation. Clergy of royalist and churchlike
tendencies were driven from their homes in
the eastern counties, and the refugees installed
in their place. As the control of Parliament
extended the process was continued, though
without the same excuse. From livings
that were worthy of the name all the clergy
save such as were of Puritan sympathies
were ejected; in the poor livings which no